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INCREASE IN RATES

Hearing Before the interstate Com-
merce Commission.

EASTERN RAILWAY MEN PRESENT

Chairman Gill Tells Why the Ad-
vances Were Made.

MAINTENANCE COSTS MORE

A hinring was begun today by the inter-
state commerce commission in the matter
of changes in freight classification and ad-
ve nees in freight rates by carriers using
the otfcial classificaition. Many complaints
have been fled with the commission alleg-
ing that discriminating changes in freight
classification by carriers have been agreed
upon to take effect January 1. 1900. To de-
termine this question, the hearing of today,
was held.
Many of the most prominent railway

ft eight officials of the eastern part of the
euntry attended the hearing, and repre-
s-ntatives of large shipping interests of the
same section were also present.

Cause of Increased Rates.
At the opening of the hearing, Mr. C. E.

Gill of New York, chairman of the "official
classifcation committee," said the railroads
wcre without knowledge of the persons who
had requested the hearing, and asked that
they be called upon to stqAe wherein the
proposed changes were unjust. Mr. Gill
maintained that the proposed advances in
freight rates were due to the increased
cost of railroad plants and maintenance,
and the advances had been applied to
classes of freights that could well pay
them.
Mr. Gill's contention that the shippers be

first interrdgated was overruled, and he
himself was put upon the stand.
He said that due consideration of all pro-

tests would be considered by the classifica-
tion committee, but the committee was
satisfied the proposed advances were nec-
essary, on account of the increased cost of
railway operation. He intimated that for
the same reason still further advances
probably would have to be made. Upon
many articles Mr. Gill maintained that ex-
isting rates of freight were "unjustifiably
low."
New Changen Merely Restoration.
In the course of a long examination by

Mr. W. A. Day. attorney for the commis-
sion. Mr. Gill gave no reasons for the pro-
posed advances upon special articles or
,-Vasses of freight, except the general rea-
sons w hich applied to all freight. He main-
tained that the proposed new classifications,
generally speaking, were restorations of
freight rates which prevailed in times past,when commercial and trade conditions were
similar to what they now are.
His replies to a long series of questions

indicated that his own belief and that of
his colleagues on the classification commit-
tee was that the recent marked advance in
the price of railway equipment and opera-tion-in steel rails and all forms of steel
and iron. etc.-rendered it necessary for
the railroads. in a degree proportionately
to advance freight rates. He said freight
rates had been on a gradually descending
scale for about twenty years, but he was
unable to say whether the proposed new
rates would be higher or lower than the
rates v:hich prevailed In 1892.
In a statement to the commission Attor-

ny Day said a comparison of the proposed
rates on certain specific articles showed
that the new rates would he higher than
ever had existed since the commission was
created.

Paid More in 1.7.
Judyg C. A. Prouty, a member of the

commissoni. instItuted a line of inquiry, the
qutlestions or the answers indicating that In
It'S7 the railroads paid more for steel rails
ami other artilcs of equipment than they
had to pay now. In view of these facts,he desirel to know why the classification
committee deemed it necessary to increase
the rates.

Traffie Could Bear the Rates.
Mr. Gill replied, as he had previously,

that in the judgment of the committee ar-
ticles on which advances were made could
well stand them, and that the railroads
needed the additional revenue which the
advances would give them. He indicated
by his answers that the present prices of
articles and the prices in IMT had little if
anything to do with the action of the com-
mittee. except that, in a general way, the
eomnittee felt the articles on which in-
creases had been made could afford to paythem.
While protests against the proposed rates

had been received from shippers, the ship-pers had not been afforded an opportunityto be heard by the committee. as it was
not the practice of the comntittee to accordsuch hearings. As chairman, he heard the
protests and communicated their substance
to the committee. Protests against the pro-posed classification had not been consideredby the committee and would not be untilafter the classification had gone into effect.The commission then took a recess until2 uclock.

REMAINS ABOARD THE TEXAS.
NO Ceremonies Took Place In Exham-,lng the Maine's Dead.
HAVANA. DeCember 21.-The removal of

the dead of the Maine was not accompa-nied by any ceremonies over the bodies, as,newly coffined, they were placed in the
mortuary chapel of the cemetery until all
was completed. At 10 o'clock last night
twenty wagons formed a procession carry-ing I5 coffins to the Machina wharf, pass-
ing through unfrequented streets. The
bodies reached the wharf at 11:30 p.m. un-
der a strong guard from the battle ship
Texas, were placed aboard two steam light-ers before daylight und were taken to the
warshtup at 0 am.
The 'Tex.as left here at 10 a.m. All the

remains were thoroughly disinfected. Adifference was found between the numberof coffins entered on Father Chidwick's
list, which was 154, and the actual num-ber of coflins exhumed. Search was madethrough all the twenty-two graves in whichthe coffins were buried, but the missingthree were not found.
Father Chidwick said the difference couldbe explained by a clerical error at thetime of interring, as he was very busy atthe wharf, giving instructions and identify-ing the bodies, and cotuld not superintend

every detaIl. It was also quite possiblethat after ordering portions of two dit-ferent bodies to be placed in different cof-fins, they had carelessly been put into onecoffin.
It was also impossible for Father Chid-wick to superintend the actual placing ofall the ctfting in the graves, owing to thehaste necessitated by the decomposition ofthe bodIes. Hie adds that the list gives twobodies as unaccounted for. The superin-tendent of the cemetery, who buried thebodies, says that owing to all the remains

not being buried the same day, it Is quitepossible that a mistake was made in thecounting.
He was certain no bodIes were lost. Capt.Greene also says he does not believe anybodies went astray.
Persons who were desirous of photo-graphing the proceedings at the cemeterywere not allowed to do so. The work wasconducted quietly and decorously under thedirection of Father Chadwick. The oldcoffins were carried away and burned.

The Oceaie Arrilves at Liverpool.
LIVERPOOL. Decemter 21.--The White

Star liner Oceanic, from New York, Decem-
her 13. arrived here at 2 o'clock this morn-
tng.
The Oceanic, -which was reported Over-

due, was only about sixteen hours behindher best record. The anxiety for her prob-able arose from the big liner not havingcalled at Queenstown, as usuai. TheOceanic did not stop at Queenrstown On ac-count of a dense fog which prevailed whenDaunts' Rock was reached.

Gea. Kitehener's Train Ditehed.
CAIRO. December 2L--The train convey-

ing Gens. Lord Kitchener, now on his way
from the Soudan to South Africa via this
city, was derailed north of Luxor. Hapivt anll' ret.ade th g-..r .rrival

TRADE WLTH -PHILIPPINES

Value of Exporttions Prom wnila forThree
Koatle

Kinds ot Merehandise Sent Out and to

What C6uries:1 rtlg July,

Agustld t!te1&ber.

The War a -out today a
very interestingsseofinrcial'statenient In
relation to the amouit-&-oawehandise, gold
and silver coin and. bulicr -xported from
the port of Manlia.turin'g the months of
July, August and S~stinsb. .i1899. The
statement also contai 4Cn4 of the prigci-
pal articles exported weil as the coun-

tries to which the artiei were sent.
The total amount of m06iandise ex-

ported for the three months was $3,219,4GL
The total amo'int of gold coin exported

during the three months was $413.843.
The total amount of gold bullion exported

during that period was,$79,735.
The total amount of silver coin exported

during the three months was $63,092, and
the amount of silver bullion exported dur-
ing the same period-was ,$6,039.
The total amount of export duty col-0

lected for the months.of July, August and
September. 1899, was $112,952.
The total value of exports for July, 181y),

was 5907.092; for August. 1899, $1.396,100;
for September. 1899, $1,479,000.
The principal articles, exported during

July. August and September, 1819. were:
Gold coin to the amount of $4V1,843, of
which $55,000 went to the J'nited States,
$246.319 to China, and $12,d4 to Spain; gold
bullion to the amount of $79,755. of which
China took $78,705 and Germany $1,050; sil-
ver coin to the amount of $1:1.092. of which
the United States took $5(),()0, British East
Indies $.25.), China $31.111 and Spain $1,711;
silver bullion to the value of $6,It9, all of
which went to China.
Of the $3,418 worth -of indigo exported

during July, August and September, all
went to the United Kingdom. Of the $13,-
718 worth of copper and manufactures of
exported. $1L.715 worth went to Spain and
$2,008 went to China.- Of the $2,323,497
worth of hemp exported, 3181.857 worth
went to the United States, $917.972 worth
went to the United Kingdom, $52,.281 worth
went to China, and the remainder was di-
vided between Australia, Spain, British
East Indies and Japan. Of the S3.8591 worth
of manufactures of textile fibers exported
all were consigned to the British East In-
dies, France, Japan and Spain.
Of the 330,492 worth of copra exported in

tle three months $28,978 worth went to
Spain and the remainder to Japan. Of the
$11,371 worth of hides and skins exported
the United States took $337 worth and the
remainder went to the -British Eaft Indies
and China. Of the $23,040 worth of iron
and steel and manufactures of exported.
20,0,5 worth went to the United States,
and the remainder to China and Australia.
Of the $10,283 worth of perfumery and cos-
metics exported all went to France, Aus-
tralia, Germany and the British East In-
dies.
Of the $11,052 worth of distilled spirits

exported all went to China.
Of the 3,625 worth of wines exported

China and German oceini-a took all.
Of the $33,925 *oth ;of leaf tobacco ex-

ported $281.250 irth Went to Spain, and
the remainder wei't to the United Kingdam,
China. British East Indies, Dutch East In-
dies, Japan and Australia. Of the S20,30)
worth of cigars exported 53.12 worth went
to the United Kingdom, $4.444 worth went
to the British East Indies. S51,92l worth
went to China. S13,144 went to Spain and
the remainder went to France. Dutch East
Indies, Australia. Japan, Germany, Italy,
British Africa, United States. German Oce-
anica and Canada. Of the $1,474 worth of
other manufactures of tobacco $3D,452
worth went to China, 1yi.71 worth went
to Spain, 58.118 Worth went to the United
Kingdom, $3,81J W.orth went to the British
East Indies and ije remainder was divided
between the Dutfl Ea.t Indes'and Japan.

TROOPS tIGAC'J; MANILA.

Arrival of the 40ts- dMantry.and Two
Batteftes.

Gen. Otis niotlfied the War Department
today that the tran ports senator and Ren-
mohr arrived at Manila this morning. with
the 45th Infantry and two batteries of the
6th Artillery. N- casualties were reported.
Lieut. J. W. Norwood, 23d Infantry, has

been relieved from duty at Columbus bar-
racks. Ohio, and ordered to accompany re-
cruits from New York to the Philippines.
Lieut. Thomas M. Anderson. Jr.. 13th In-

fantry, has been relieved from duty on the
staff of Brig. Oen Anderson and ordered to
the Philippine Islands, on the transport
Sumner.

A New Military District.
The Secretary of War has received a copy

of a general order issued by Maj. Gen.
Otis, announcing the ektablishment of a

new military district in the Philippines,
under the command of Gen. Bates, the offi-
cer who negotiated the treaty with the sul-
tan of the Solos. The order recites:
"A military district,'comprising all United

States Philippine islands west of the merid-
tan of longitude 121 degsiev and .5 minutes
east of Greenwich and south of the West
Apo Pass and the Semerara Islands, also
those lying east of the said meridian andi
south of the ninth parallel together with
those islands north of Mindanao and south
and east of the Straits of Surigao, inclusive
of Camaguin and that portion of Mindanao
north of the said parallel, to be known as
the military district of Mindanao and Joo.
Is hereby established, with headquarters at
Zamboanga., Mindanao, but temporarily at
Joio, Sulu archipelago.
"Brig Gen. John C. Bates. United States

volunteers, Is assigned tO the command of
this district, and, accompanled by his au-
thorized staff, will proceed to Jolo by first
available transportation. where, upon ar-

rival, he will take command of the district
and all troops new statined therein, and
will proceed to execute the instructions
which he will receive from the command-
ing general of the department and corps."
Capt. Samuel E. Smiley, 15th Infantry.

was assigned to duty as adjutant general
of Gen. Bates' department.

Death of Col. D. L. Huntingeton.
Surgeon General Btewnberg received a tel-

egram this morning saying that Lieutenant
Colonel David L. Huatingston, a retired of-
licer of the medical departrnent, died at
Rome yesterday. Coon~el ~Huntington was
well known in this ,34y through his long
service in the office of the 8urgeon genetal
and subsequently as .the successor of Dr.
Bil:ings, in charge of the Army Medical
Museum. He was born l10 Massachusetts,
but was appotnted to tle -armny -from Penn-
sylvania as assistentsurgeon In July, 1862.
He served throughout the civil war and at
its close held the zana of. colonel in the vol-
unteer medical dqa~it, He reached the
grade of lieutena tco fel end deputy sur-
geon general in A 4i 1A5 and was retired
for age in that grade Imh April, 1898, Upon
his retirement he esp$ Abroad, accompan-ied by his wife, apd . ghter, and they
were with hInm at"the' re of his death in
Rome.

MovemnedtB et Warships,
The Dixie, whlef Waarprginally intended

to be sent to Gukim wih a detachment of
marines, has instead returned to Brooklyn
to dock, the Norfolk yard dock being other-
wise engaged. =- - =

The Porter lefiNewport. for New York
today. 1~

Shutlen t, B. S55ra'enered.
The State Department' has issued a war-

rant for the surrender to the Russian gov-
ernment of A. P. Shutlen, alias A. F.
Klutchinskl, who Is ,sharged with larceny
and false entry in -Russia. He was book-
keeper in the Wilna National Bank, and is
said to have stolen 12400 rubles, besides
making false entries. : Ha. came to the
United States and settled down in Seattle,
where he was arrested and brought before
United States Commhisioner Shields at New
York, who committedl him, for extradition.

.
Death of a (avalrme

General Wood reported to the War De-
partmnent today the death of William Hay.,
Company K, 10th Cavalry, on the 19th
instant, at Puerto Padre, of -remittent msa-

The NeIle1.a 1.3..
The quartermasuter general is informed

that the trapo'Ott3eCleianileft a 5uaaad Pmen mae, en1sao...in. Pr-NwYeh

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

Diferenes Among Ohirglmss as to VWi
Ar Proper.

Dr. R. C. McCok of Philadelphis
Makes a Plea for the Old

Casiques.

PHILADELPHIA, December 21.-Repre-
scitative clergymen of this city do not
agrEe with the superintendent of the Fourth
Avenue Baptist Church of Pittsburg. who
is reported as saying that the ordinary
Christmas festival is an evil both morally
and physically. The opinion is generally
expressed, however, that the idea of giving
rather than receiving ought to he inculcated
at Christmas time. Rev. Dr. C. Ellis Ste-
vens of Christ Episcopal Church said:
"We are not going to abolish Christmas

trees soon. either here or in Pittshurg."
"The sweeping condemnation of the or.

dinary Christmas festival, as reported from
Pittsburg.' seid Rev. Dr. N. C. McCook of
the Tabernacle Presbyterian Church. "is a
great exaggeration of the matter. Boxes
of candy distributed among the children of
the well-to-do are generally regarded mere-
ly as a pleasant token of the Christmas
time. while to the children of the poor they
mean a great deal. Our Sunday schools
make offerings every Christmas time, and
do much to help the needy and afflicted."

Rev. Dr. S. W. Dana of the Walnut
street Presbyterian Church. said:
"The true spirit which should prevail Is

one of bringing gifts instead of receiving
them. We have tried this plan in our
church for some ten years, and have found
it to work admirably. The Christma- fes-
tival is made the occasion of bestowing
these offerings and considerable sums are
given each year. As far as the Santa
Claus matter is concerned, I think the de-
lusion rather harmless than otherwise."
WILKESBARRE. Pa.. December 21.-

Rev. Father McAndrew. pastor of St.
Mary's Catholic Church of this city. has
forbidden the young men's drill organiza-
tion to hold a dance which they had ar-
ranged for Christmas day. tie says: 'God
made the Sabbath and He made Christmas.
and Christmas is far the more important
day. Christmas of all days, should be ob-
served an most holy."

MINISTER BRYAN 1AILS.

He Will Go to His Pont in Brasil ia
Havre.

NEW YORK, Dceember 21.-Col. Charles
Page Bryan, miiJ1ter to Brazil, With his
three secretaries. Edwart Wirslow Ames
of Boston, Grahame Jones of Chicago anI
Charles M. E. Hyatt of Wheaton. Ill.. sailed
today for Brazil via Havre on the steamer
i'Aquitalne of the French line. Col. Brvan
has been on a sLixty days' furlough.
Monsignor N. Averardi, apostolic visitor

to Mexico, a.2ompanied by his brother and
M. de Clemont, who is a director of a
French line of steamships running betwecn
Havre, Rio Ja eiro and] several other South
American ports, were also passengers on
board.
Other passengers were S. S. McClure

New York and Paul Mazi-r, the mayor of
St. Paul, Minn.

Distributing the 1th Cavalry.
According to an arrangement made with

the War Department, the squadron of the
Inoth Cavalry about to come home from
Cuba will be distributed at the following
named stations in Texas: Troop E, at Fort
Brown; Troop G, at Fort Ringgold; Troop
H, at Fort Clarko,. and Troop F, at Fort
Mackintosh.

Transfer Troubles.
To the Editor of The Eveniug Star;

Sir: The transfer system of the Washing-
ton Traction and Power Company needs a

great reformation or that company may

y-t find much trouble on Its haids when it

comes to putting women off the cars be-
cause of a conductor's blunder in punching
a transfer check. as was the case with my
wife. It seems time to call a halt. Please
permit me to narrate the facts so that this
community tnay be warned as to what they
must expect uia:ss they are diligent In
assisting the coniuctors in the perftormance
of their duties. Early Saturday morning
my wife was -e trning home from Center
trarket on the :9th street line and called for
a transfer to New York avenue west; the
trat;sfer ticket was handed her. when. with-
out scrutinizing the satne, which, inteed.
she could not Lave done without consider-
able time and trouble In tinding and adjust-
itrg her glasses, she placed the same in her
shopping bag, where it repose'i calmly and
Inrocently, without giving any admorition
of the coming storm, until it was presenteu
to the conductor on the New lork avenue
car, the next intereecting car going wet.
The conduator very brusquely stormed

her that the transfer was punched for going
east and that sae must pay another tare or

get off the car. Now, my wife Is of a %ery
nervous temperament, anl startled and con-
fused-by the abrupt demand, endeavored to

explain that she had asked for a .icket
going west; that she was not to blame if
it was punched wrong: that she had but a

very short distance to go. only to 12th
street, and that she did not think she ought
to pay another fare. But the conductor was
inexorable. The car was stopped, our Sat-
urday marketing. in a basket, was placetd
by him with a bump upon the ground, be-
tween stations. sd Mrs. Larch was peremnp-
torily told "Now, you git off this car."
which she did, a much-mortilled, iumiliat-
ed, and as you may imagine, a very indig-
naunt wuman.
The oficers of the company offer repara-

tion by discharging the conductor, who
avers that he acted according to orders.
Whether he did or not, I fail to see that
his dismissal would be any compensation
to us for the outrage, for outrage it was.

ANTON LERCH,
829 12th street northwest.

tations for Tropical Clinate.
Lieut. Col. Charles A. Dempsey, 1st. In-

fantry; Capt. S. W. Fountain. 8th Cavalry,
and Capt. F. W. 'ster, 5th Cavalry, have
been appointed a board to meet at the War
Department in this city totmorrow for the
purpose of considering and reporting upon
the matter of the composition of toe ration
for the use of troops In tropical climates,
The board is authorized to call upon the
surgeon general and the commissary gen-
eral of subsistence for such data and In-
formation as may be necessary,

-.--. +

Banks After Government Fund..
Up to noon today the Secretary of the

Treasury had approved applications from
national banks for deposit of public funds
under his recent offer to the amount of
about $1.000,000. So far no applications
have been considered from banks which do
not own or control the bonds which they
biropose to deposit as security.

Make. an Assignment.
John R. Ergood, conducting a grocery

business at M408 14th street, today made an
assignment for the benefit of his creditors.
The assets, consisting of the stock, horses,
book accounts, etc., are not estimated, but
the amount of liahilities is given as $2,918.t-910. Jno. W. Warner I. named assignee.

Grain, Proviulems and oetten EMaketa.
Furnished by~W. B. Hibbs & Co., bankers

and brokers, 1419 F st., members New York
stock exchan-ge, correspondenits Messrs. La-
denburg. Thahnann & Co., New York.
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LAWTON FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS.

Ceremonies Will le Postponed Until
Remains Utari Home.

MANILA. December 21.-Gen. Lawton's
body will be removed from his late resi-
dence to the cemetery tomorrow. In ac-
cordance with Mrs. Lawton's wish, there
will Se'no ceremonial, only a prayer. The
late general's staff and Lieut. Stewart's
troop of the 4th Cavalry, which accom-
panies Gen..Lawton through the campaign,will compose the escort. The actual funer-
al ceremonies will take place with mili-
tary honors under the direction of Gen.
Schwan in about ten days, when the trans-
port sails.
The civil organizations, including the su-

preme court, will participate, and SenorCalderon will lead the Filipinos. who wereassociated with General Lawton In the or-gahizalion 'of the municipalities. SenorCalderon said it was the "saddest day tothe Filipino nation to see lost not only theforemost advocate of peace, but their bestfriend."
Mrs. Lawton bears her grief bravely.Pi-esident McKinley's and SecretarrRoot's messages to Major General Otishave been postd-at -the palace, where theflags'are half-masted;

ENTITLED TO PAYMENT.
Swift & Co. Not to Blame Because the

Beef on the Manitoba Spoiled.
Mr. Tracewell. the controller of the treas-

ury, has passed upon the claim of Swift &
Co. of Chicago for the price of 300,091.
pounds if fresh beef, which, according to
contract, was shipped from New'port News,
Vs., August 5, 1898. for use of the army in
Porto Rico. The record shows that the
Manitoba, the transport on which the beef
was shipped, arrived off Ponce August 10,
where she ran on a reef and remained until
the 14th. The captain of the transport
made an effort to have the beef issued di-
rect from the vessel to the troops on shore.but tne officers In charge refused to receive
it. August 25 the transport was ordered
to Mayaguez, where it remained until Au-
gust 21. While there a small amount of
the beef was issued to the troops direct, as
there was no refrigerating plant on shore.
On the same day she returned to Ponce,
where she remained until September 7, and
was then ordered to Montauk Point, N. Y..
when the beef was found to be unfit for
issue and was thrown overboard.
The board of survey found that the loss

by spoiling of the beef was not due to anynegligence or fault on the part of the con-
tractor. The controller finds that at the
time of Its condemnation the beef was the
property of the United States and directs
that the claim be settled accordingly.

USED A RAZOR.

Mr. James Duane Taylor Commits
Suicide Today.

Today about 12:30 o'clock Mr. James
Duane Taylor of New York committed sui-
cide at the Grafton Hotel, this city. He
used a razor, and was so determined in
his act that lits death was instantaneous.
The fatal act was committed while Mr.
Taylor was suffering from temporary in-
sanity, caused by illness. Mr. Taylor was
sixty-three years of age. He came here
Saturday, accompanied by his brother, his
son and a physician. He had been suffer-
ing from nervous prostration for some
time. and was brought here in order to try
a change of scene. Some one was con-
stantly with him, but today he was left
alone in the room for a moment, and in
that moment he seized a razor and cut his
throat. The police and coroner were notl-tied, and the coroner viewed the body this
afternoon.

COL. L. P. MILLIGAN DEAD.

He Came Near Being Hanged for
Treason in 19(5.

H'NTINGTON. Ind., December 21.-Col.
L. P. Milligan died at his home in this city
today. He was eIghty-seven years old, and
his name is familiar in national history.
In 1864 he was arrested on the charge of
treason and placed in a military prison at
Indianapolis. A military commission foundhim guilty and he was sentenced to behanged on May 19), 1M5. The gallows was
erected, but before the execution the sen-
tence was commuted to life imprisonment.Later the case was presented to the Su-
preme Court and Col. Milligan was re-leased. James A. Garfield made one of the
arguments in behalf of the prisoner.

GEN. BROOKE'S ASSIGNMENT.

It Will Depend Mainly Upon His Own
Wishes.

When Maj. Gan. Bro,,ke was relieved
from duty in command of the division of
Cuba he was instructed to proceed to
Washington, D. C., and report to the ad-
jutant general for further orders of the
Secretary of War. As a result of corre-
spondence between Gen. Brooke and Sec-retary Root, the former has been author-ized to suit his own convenience in the exe-cution of his orders, the idea being to al-low him to make the trip from Havana toW ashington by easy stages.Gen. Brooke has been in a tropical cli-
mate for nearly two years. and on accountof his age-he is nearly sixty-four-it hasbeen deemed best for the protection of hishealth to permit him to gradually accus-tom himself to the winter climate of this
country by short stops at Tampa and othersouthern cities before coming to Washing-ton.

It is therefore not likely that he willreach this city much before February 1.It is said at the War Department that hisfuture assignment to duty will dependmainly upon his own wishes. He can havehis old command, the Department of theLakes. at Chicago, if he wishes it. That
command will become vacant next monthby the retirement of Gen. Anderson, theIncumbent.

Coming Trial of the Albany.
Admiral Hichborn, chief of the bureau ofconstruction and repair, has received infor-

mation from England showing the com-
plete stability of the protected cruiser Al-
bany, purchased from the government ofBrazil, and building in Armstrong's ship-
yard. It is expected that the preliminarytrial of this vessel will be made in Englishwaters next month. When entirely com-pleted she will be delivered to the govern-
ment at New York.

Misister Hunter Asked for Fact.
The Department of State has called uponUnited States Minister Hunter for a report

tif the facts in the case of the two Ameri-

cans, Imboden and Golde, who were killedby a native in San Pedro, Honduras, re-cently.

Quicker Mall to Austraia.
The Postmaster General yesterday signed

s call for bids for furnishing improved malservice between San Francisco and Sydney,
A~ustralia, for an optional term of eitherlive or ten years, beginning November 1,
1900, under the subsidy act of 1801. Theshief significance of the action is the sub-stitution of vessels of American regIster in:he Pacific mail service, the enlargement ofthe service to seventeen outwardi trips peryear instead of thirteen and an expectediaving 6f four days in the passage, thus, Inmonnection with expedited railway mail

service. making the shortest route possiblebetween Sydney, New York and London.Bids are to be received until March 31 next,mnust provide for steamers of the secondalass, not lees than 5,000 tone nor less thansixteen knots speed, and stops are to bemade at Honolulu, Hawaii, Apisa, Samoatnd such other points as the Postmaster3-eneral may select.

A INational Coavention -at Blostoa.
The American PolitIcal League has issued
call for a national convention for the

10mination of candidates for President and

Vice President of the United- States, to be

meld in Boston, Mass,., July 4, 1900. The

souncils of eaceb state are directed to ap-

moint two delegates at large.

ramsport Grat Off to manita.
SAN FRANCISCO. December 21.-The

Utnited States transport Grant cleared

sight for Manila with thq last of the yol-
mnteer regiments, the 48th Regiment, col-

ired, in .command of Col. W. A. Dvl
.Jeath of Rev. D. V. Carroll.

NEW YORK, December 21.--The Rev. D.,

rernon Carroll of Amnenia, Dutchess county,

n'ho fell under an Erie train in Jersey City

L few days ago and sufered the ioes oM a

Leardeato an

FINANCE AND TRADE
Stocks Opened About Steady, but

Weakened at Close,

UIQTATION I RAIROAD SHi

Prospect of Tight Money Hurt the
Industrials Again.

GENERAL MARKET REPORTS

NEW YO)RK. lwecember 21.-The ge'netl
tendenc, toward a hardening money rat,-In all parts of Europe detracted somewhatfrcm the signtficIe of thc Itank of Eng-land's action In continuing its rate of lastweek. The preliction had been that 1 7 Jer
cent rata woult he fixed today. ton in spileof the war tension antd the certainty of
great financial needs. the oil rate was con-tinued. The nervousness was apparent in
stock market circles. however. and eary
toreign cables reflectet gneral ,-line.Otn this aide th. market was giI rnm
atpport at ysterda3s vuls., rab!. spots. andfor a time the decllte Was staj.i. Stand-
ard Oil brokers were credited with lth-ral
purchases of Rrooklyn Rapid Tratisit. hmv
the roem refiis-d to accept surfacc indla-tions of this character. The theory ,: con-pulsor. consent to the settlement of the
gas war Is too plaustble to bc easily p.utaside as a slp.wajiv- factor.The Amsterdan Gas Cornpany som,. weekagt, was mentione.d as a stumbling block onwhich many schemes for harm',n-.us a"-tion have come to grief. Subseluent evttstend to contirm this %iew and the streetassumes that the weaknOss of other prop-erties in which !he gas Interests are promi-nent is to be exMlained on the grounds ofdiscipline for recent stubbornness. Today'soperatIons in the-e several properties Werpextremely ir-egular. but fears of new liqul-d ation were rcmnent.
The local moncy rate was kept well belowthe legal limit dUrlng a greater 11art of theday. the clearing hmoue appalietitly havingthe situation well in h14nd. Th- hanks diddiscriminat,- against the industrials, how-ever, and this fact again worked sonehardship throughtL the general list. Oneof the most significant effects of this die-crimination is rmlte,'ted in the excluslon ofthe old industrial properties, which fromlotng association had come to I- regardedas immune.
The fears of heavy withdrawals of goldon Saturday are hanging over the marketas a restrictive influence. but sterling ex-change was somewhat easier during theday as the result of an incrcased sulpiply ofbills.
Vuring the afternoon new liruidationbroke out in the railway list. sending prices017 rather sharply and destrying what iit-ti buying enthusiasm ld I-celt del ciopedearlter in the day. Earn'ngs cane In qulteup to expecralton. and the usual divid-nds

on the Vanderbilt shares were announcedNo notie was tak.n of the favorable ,se-
elopments. .ni aecounts which A -re car-rild ov'r the weak days by br'kers weretoll out today.
In som- insiat;es tIme to increase marg-ins had been given but without the desiredresult and In others brokers have been car-rying stocks until a rally Ieriod In order toget out whole. These operations are famll-far incidents to panicky markets and tendto confirm the be ief in an Irregularmarket during the balance of the year.

VNANCIAL AND COMMERtIAL.
New York itock Market.
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